Minutes of August 24, 2010 Meeting of the Swampscott Energy Committee

Attendees: Milton Fistel, Tara Gallagher, Victoria Masone, Wayne Spritz, and member of the public Fred Schlicher from MCAN   
Next Meeting: Tuesday, September 21, 2010 at 7 pm in Town Hall’s first floor conference room. 
School Department Energy Update:  Ed Cronin passed on this update via email: Clarke School was fully insulated over the summer and contract language is being finalized for an approximately 420 KW solar array (combined) that will go on the High School roof and the one-third of the Middle School roof that was recently replaced.

Massachusetts Climate Action Network:  Fred Schlicher, Program Manager at the Massachusetts Climate Action Network (MCAN) (www.massclimateaction.net) described his organization and what they offer their members, or chapters. They provide resources, networking opportunities and a statewide voice at the policy level. There are no dues; they offer modest grants; and they have an annual networking conference. Chapters designate a member to participate in their Steering Committee meetings six times each year. Currently there are 40 chapters, representing 70 communities across the state. We appreciated Fred giving us his time and will make a decision about joining at our next meeting.

Wind Update:  As part of our feasibility study grant, a SODAR wind measuring unit will be put in place near the Middle School ball fields for two months beginning in October.

Green Communities Act Designation: We developed a detailed schedule to enable us to meet all of the requirements for amending our town’s bylaw in time for fall Town Meeting and in time to meet the DOER GCA application deadline of November 19th. First on the agenda is a required presentation to the Board of Selectmen on August 31st. We also came up with a series of question Victoria will pass on to DOER and we will take advantage of DOER’s offer to review our wording in advance.
ESCO Update: Contract will soon be signed.

Energy Data: Victoria has set up the new energy tracking system and Milton offered to run some charts and graphs from it.

